What is claimed is: 



\ 



A method for use in a terminal including a visual display and a pointing 
device, to provide a graphical user interface for graphically depicting credit application 
and related operations, the method comprising: 

displaying on the visual display at least one icon for the ^election of at 
least one associated function. 

10 2. The method according to claim 1 , wherein the at j^ast one function 

_ associated with the at least one icon includes one of: 
E create a new credit application; 

^ display a list of applications^ 

fy call at least one credit bureau; 

J 15 send an application to at least 

ru open a deal jacket; 

q create a quick ap plication; 

jfi select between a loan and a lease applicatt 

LJ discontinue a current operation and saye data; 

Cj 20 display context sens 

display vehicle valyfe^uidejDferfmation; 

display news; 

select a joint application; and 
select a business application. 

/ 

3. The method according to claim 1 , further comprising: 

displaying on the visual display a graphical depiction of a deal jacket, 
including a graphical depiction of at least one selectable folder tab. 

30 4. The method according to claim 3, wherein selection of the at least one 

selectable folder tab displays at least one of the following associated screens: 
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applicant data; 
applicant credit report data; 
applicant employment data; 
bureau data; 
business applicant data; 
co-applicant credit report data; 
co-applicant data; 
co-applicant employment d 
collatera^da|a; 
comme 

credit bureau summary /lata; 
finance 
lease c 
lenders 
loan dai 
overview 
public reo 
trades data 

5. The methocf according to claim 1 , further comprising: 
highlighting selective information in color. 





6. The method according to claim 1 , further comprising: 

displaying a series of images to form an animation representing an 
25 operation taking place. 



7. The method according to claim 6, wherein the operation comprises 
sending an application to a lender. 



30 8. The method according to claim 1 , further comprising displaying graphical 

images of the credit application collateral. 
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9. The method according to claim 1 , further comprising dis 
credit application entry screens. 



g a series of 




5 10. The method according to claim 9, further comprising 

displaying on the visual display a graphical depiction of a deal jacket, 
including graphical depictions of at least one folder tab, wherein the selection of the at 
least one folder tab displays at least one of the following Associated screens: 
applicant data; 
10 applicant credit report data; 

applicant employment data; 
3 bureau data; 

* business applit 

j co-applicant credit report data^ 

1 1 5 co-applicant data; 

I co-applicant employment; 

collateral data; 
comments; 
credit bureau sur 
20 finance data; 

lease data; 
lenders data; 
loan data; 
overview ddta; 
25 public records data; and 

trades data; 

displaying graphical images of the credit application collateral; and 
wherein thes/at least one function associated with the at least one icon includes 
one of: 

30 create a new credit application; 

iisplay a list of applications; 



(CMSI-0003) 



34 



call at least one credit bureau; 
send an application to at least one lender; 
open a deal jacket; 
create a quick application; 
select between a loan and a leas£ application; 
discontinue a current operation/and save data; 
display context sensitive help/information; 
display vehicle value guide ^information; 
display news; 

select a/(oin^applibation;/and 
select a business application. 

A method of operating a credit applicatiop'and routing system, the system 
including a central processor coupled to a commutations medium for communicating 
with remote applicatiorlentry a'nd display devices^at an application staging facility 
having fax devices, renr\)te display devices at Efoint of sale locations, remote credit 
bureau terminal devices,\i^l remote fundin^source terminal devices, the method 
comprising: 

receiving ayfacslh=Mlfi_cretfit application from a point of sale location at an 
application staging facility by fax; 

manually/entering credit application data from the facsimile credit 
application into a remote application entry and display device; 

selectively receiving at the central processor the credit application data 
from the remote application entry and display device; 

selectively forwarding the credit application data to at least one remote 
funding source terminal device; and 

selectively forwarding funding decision data from the at least one remote 
funding source germinal device to a display device at the respective point of sale 
location. 
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12. The method^ccordin 
the point of sales locations conrv 
fax mac 
vis 




wherein the remote display devices at 



1^ A computer based method of operating a credit applicationapd<^uting 
system, the system including a central processor coupled to a comiptifiications medium 
for communicating with remote application entry and displa^d^vices, the entry and 
display devices including consumer credit appHcation>t6sks, remote credit bureau 
terminal devices, and remote funding source tewfnnal devices, the method comprising: 

selectively receiving credit^p plication data from a consumer credit 
application kiosk; 

optionally obtaiptfig credit report data from at least one remote credit 
bureau terminal device; 

seleptively forwarding the credit application data, and optional credit report 
data if appropriate, to at least one remote funding source terminal device; and 

selectively forwarding funding decision data from the at least one remote 
funding source terminal device to the respective consumer credit application kiosk. 



14. The method accorofingjG^aim I^A/herein the credit application kiosk 
includes a data entry terminal fp^anu^larffry of the credit application data. 



15. The method accoreHtw to claim^Twherein the kiosk data entry terminal 
is connected to a local finance andipbtlfance system, the local finance and insurance 
system being connected to/thp^redit applicatippr^nd routing system to provide the 
credit application data froFr\a consum^cfedit application kiosk. 
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16. The method according to claim 13, wherein the credit application kiosk 
l£ludes a telephone connection for voice communication with a rempte data entry 
/ocation to provide the credit application data from a consumer cp^dit application kiosk. 

5 1^ A computer based method of operating a CF^dit application and routing 

system, the system including a central processor coaled to a communications medium 
for communicating with remote application entry and display devices, remote credit 
bureau terminal devices, and remote funding^gource terminal devices, the method 
comprising: 

10 selectively receiving credjfapplication data from a remote application 

entry and display device; 

selectively obtaining credit report data from at least one remote credit 
bureau terminal device; 

selectively forwarding the credit application data, and credit report data if 
appropriate, to a first repnote funding source terminal device; 
U selectively forwarding the credit application data, and credit report data if 

3 appropriate, to a sefcond remote funding source terminal device if the funding source 
t; associated with the first remote funding source terminal device declines to approve the 
U credit application; and 

j 20 /selectively forwarding funding decision data from at least one of the first 

and second remote funding source terminal devices, to the respective remote 
application entry and display device. 
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^ A computer based method of\perating a credit^ppfication and routing 



25 system, the system including a cen 



fral processor cciupt^d to a communications medium 
for communicating with remote apdlicationentty and display devices, remote credit 
bureau terminal devices, and remcte-fdnding source termin^koevices, the method 
comprising: 

selectively receiving cre^tt-ap pti cgtion data from a remote application 
entry and display device; 




# 




selectively obtaining credit report data from at least one renxfte credit 
bureau terminal device; 

selectively forwarding the credit application data, ansf credit report data if 
appropriate, to at least one remote funding source terminal deytce; and 

selectively forwarding funding de6isid^jata fpom the at least one remote 
funding source terminal device to the respective remo\pXpP ,icat ' on entry and display 
device; 

wherein if the funding decision data ^approval of the credit application, 
selectively forwarding purchase contract data from the remote application entry and 
display device to the central process )r; 

verifying the purchase contract data in the centraLptfocessor; 

forwarding the verified ourcnase contract datagram the central processor 
to the at least one remote funding source terminal devip^f and 

forwarding an indication orpucsbase^contract status from the at least one 
remote funding source terminal device to the respective remote application entry and 
display device. 



^ A computer based method of operating a credit application and 
routing system, the system/including a central processor coupled to a communications 
medium for communicating with remote application entry and display devices, remote 
credit bureau terminal devices, and remote funding source terminal devices, wherein 
the system processesycredit applications for a dealer having a plurality of dealerships 
located at different locations, the method comprising: 

aggregating data from each of the plurality of dealerships; and 
providing the dealer with consolidated reports using the aggregated data. 



Ay? ^ A computer based method of operating.a-crg3Tt application and routing 
s^tem, the system including a central^propessor coupled to a communications medium 
for communicating with remote application entry and display devices, remote credit 
bureau terminal devices, and-femote funding source terminal devices, wherein the 
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system processes credit applications for a dealer having a web site, the method 
comprising: 

receiving credit application data from a consumer throy#i the dealer web 

site; 

5 selectively obtaining credit report data from at le|^t one remote credit 

bureau terminal device; 

selectively forwarding the credit application^lata, and credit report data if 
appropriate, to at least one remote funding source terminal device; and 
^ selectively forwarding funding decision data from the at least one remote 

8@) funding source terminal device to consumer aj/fhe dealer web site. 



En 



Us? 
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comprising: 



21 . The computer basea method according to claim 20, further 



sending a copy of tbre funding decision data to the dealer directly. 



20 



22. The computer based method according to claim 21 , wherein the 
sending a copy of the fupraing decision data to the dealer directly comprises at least 
one of: 

faxing/the data to the dealer; and 
providing the data to the dealer on-line. 



A computer based method of operating a credit application and 
routing system, the system including a centpdfprbcessor coupledlefa communications 
medium for communicating with remote application fcntry apd^isplay devices, remote 
25 credit bureau terminal devices, and remote funding spufce terminal devices, wherein 
the system processes credit applications for a d^ler having an in-house finance and 
insurance system, the method compris ng: 

receiving credit application data from remote application entry and 
display devices of the dealer in-h0(jse finance and insurance sysfem; 

selective^obtaining credit report dat^from at least one remote 
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credit bureau terminal device; 
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selectively forwarding the credit application data, and credit report/data if 
appropriate, to at least one remote funding source terminal device; and 

selectively forwarding funding decision data from the at leastone remote 
funding source terminal device to the respective remote application er)#y and display 
device of the dealer in-house finance and insurance system. 



10 
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24. The method according to claim 1 , further comprising enabling the 
analyzing of credit application and credit bureau report inforrriation through the selective 
performance of "what-if" manipulations of data, including debt ratio data. 




eating a credit application and routing 
coupled to a communications medium 



In a computer based metj 
system, the system including a centr; 
for communicating with remote application entry atfd display devices, remote credit 
bureau terminal devices, and remotd funding source terminal devices, a method of 
updating user software comprising: / 



checking the software 



Df a user when the user connepts to the system; 



and 



if the user software is not the most recent v§f^ion, automatically 
forwarding data to use in updating theyQ^er software^ 

26. The method according to claim 25, further comprising automatically 
updating the user software whilet^e user is on-line. 



27. The method according to claim 25, further comprising providing the user 
25 with a selection so that the user can select one of: 

updating the user software while the user is on-line if selected; and 
updating the software at a later time if selected. 



30 



A credit duplication and routing system comprising a central processor 
having and executing a program, and further comprising: 
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at least one data input terminal for selectively receiving credit application 
data from respective applicants at remote locations and^tfrwarding the data to the 
central processor over a communications medium; 

at least one funding source front endf\ processor for receiving the credit 
application data from the central-processor over a communications medium and 
sending funding decision data to thV^entral/processor. 



29. The credit application and^routing system according to claim 28, wherein 
the front end processor has and executes a program to convert the credit application 
10 data received into a format for useiSy a funding source credit processing system and to 
= convert the funding decis on data^into a format for use bytRe central processor. 

S 30. The method\accrarding to claim 28/further comprising: 

fU receiving at a lendetem application dp^ctly through the system to make possible 

S 15 either manual decisioning^f me application or manual entry of the application into an 
lli in-house credit processing system; 

□ viewing at a lender all system requests sent to the lender, 

^ viewing at the/lender all referrals the lender may have made; 

UJ viewing at ttte lender on-line an application entered by a dealer; 

y 20 viewing at/he lender the relationships the lender has with dealers; 

viewing at the lender specific details about a dealer; 

entering lender news onto the system; and 

viewirtg on-line at the lender, lender invoices. 



25 31 . The method according to clalfcn 2£^tffierein the consumer may exit the 

credit application process before complejintfit, further^rfTprising: 

forwarding to a dealer infoYrptffion about th^donsumer even if the consumer 
does n et exits the credit applj0^tio(i proces^b^fore completion of the credit application. 




41 



